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FISCAL YEAR 2006 HIGHLIGHTS

Opening the McCormick Tribune Bridgehouse & Chicago  River Museum, holding our first-ever fundraising g ala 

and celebrating our 25th anniversary are just a few  of Friends’ major achievements in FY2006. We conti nue 

to work towards our goal for a cleaner, more access ible Chicago River that is cared for by the people of the 

region. Friends’ work occurs in three program areas , education and outreach, on-the-ground programs, a nd 

policy and planning. The activities outlined in thi s report occurred between July 1, 2005, and June 30 , 2006.

McCormick Tribune Bridgehouse 
& Chicago River Museum
After receiving a naming gift from the 
McCormick Tribune Foundation, Friends’ 
long-term strategic vision came to fruition 
with the opening of the McCormick 
Tribune Bridgehouse & Chicago River 
�0�X�V�H�X�P�����:�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D���K�L�J�K�O�\���T�X�D�O�L�À�H�G��
team that included staff, hired consultants, 
board members and volunteers, Friends 
crafted inspiring exhibits based on the 
river’s history and uses today. Following 
an aggressive production schedule, work 
to complete exhibits and construction 
was completed before the preview gala 
opening of the museum on June 8, 2006. 
A ribbon cutting and press conference to 
announce the museum’s opening was held 
on June 9, 2006, with Chicago Mayor 
�5�L�F�K�D�U�G���0�����'�D�O�H�\���R�I�À�F�L�D�O�O�\���F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
ribbon. With continuing fanfare, the doors 
of the McCormick Tribune Bridgehouse 
�	���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���5�L�Y�H�U���0�X�V�H�X�P���R�I�À�F�L�D�O�O�\��
opened to the public on Saturday, 
�-�X�Q�H�����������������������2�Q�H���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G���À�I�W�\���H�L�J�K�W��
visitors attended the McCormick Tribune 
�%�U�L�G�J�H�K�R�X�V�H���R�Q���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���G�D�\��

Big Fish Ball
On Thursday June 8, 2006, Friends held 
the dramatically successful preview 
opening of the McCormick Tribune 
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum, 
with the Big Fish Ball. As Friends’ 
�À�U�V�W���H�Y�H�U���J�D�O�D���I�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�Q�W�����R�W�K�H�U��
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���À�Q�H���G�L�Q�L�Q�J�����O�L�Y�H��
music, an appearance and address by 
Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley and 
an on-the-water performance spectacle 
by “astounding circus punk marching 
band” Mucca Pazza. They captivated 
guests from 14 boats paddled by 
Friends’ volunteer canoe guides. 

Some of Chicago’s most prominent and 
diverse leaders in the civic and corporate 
communities were among the 310 
guests who attended our sold out event, 
not including 60 volunteers and canoe 
�J�X�L�G�H�V�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���Y�H�U�\���À�U�V�W���W�R���W�R�X�U��
the museum. The Big Fish Ball, with 
sponsorship from The Boeing Company, 
Ozinga, Crain’s Chicago Business and 
more, exceeded Friends’ revenue goal 
by 30%. 

25th Anniversary Campaign 
and Celebration
Hundreds of individuals, foundations 
and corporations contributed to Friends’ 
$1.2 million campaign goal in FY2006. 
The campaign was launched in 2003 
to support the McCormick Tribune 
Bridgehouse & Chicago River Museum 
�D�Q�G���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�·���À�U�V�W���H�Q�G�R�Z�P�H�Q�W���I�X�Q�G����
Through the endowment, Friends’ goal 
is to ensure that there is a voice for 
the Chicago River far into the future. 
Friends’ successful 25th Anniversary 
Campaign is on target to reach its 
�À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���J�R�D�O�V���E�\���W�K�H���F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�·�V���H�Q�G���R�Q��
September 30, 2006.

Friends also celebrated our 25th 
anniversary throughout FY2006 by 
incorporating the anniversary into each 
of our program areas. One example 
of a special anniversary focus is our 
Design Charrette Series “Action Plan 
�I�R�U���W�K�H���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���5�L�Y�H�U�����*�H�W�W�L�Q�J���6�S�H�F�L�À�F�µ��
which will conclude in spring 2007. The 
Design Charrette Series brought together 
over 50 experts to share ideas and 
collaborate on the myriad and complex 
issues that affect the river. Friends will 
use the results as a road map for our 
�Q�H�[�W���������\�H�D�U�V�����2�X�U���À�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�����W�R���E�H��
released in FY2007, will present long-
term strategies for improving the river.

Front cover photos

Top: The Skokie Lagoons feed into the Skokie River, the most eastern fork of the North 
Branch of the Chicago River. Photo by: Tom Keaveny

Bottom: Paddling the Chicago River is a unique adventure. Photo by: Rob Kuehnle



PROGRAM ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Education and Outreach
In July 2005, Friends’ Chicago River 
Schools Network (CRSN) enhanced 
its teacher workshop series by offering 
�L�W�V���À�U�V�W���5�L�Y�H�U�V���&�X�U�U�L�F�X�O�X�P���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J����
Revered by educators from around 
the country, Rivers Curriculum was 
originally developed by Southern 
Illinois University–Edwardsville. This 
past summer, Friends’ CRSN was “given 
the torch” to train the teachers in the 
Chicago region. To add more depth to 
the training, Friends added a focus on 
service learning, a teaching method 
where students learn by taking action 
in their local community. Through this 
and other resources offered by Friends’ 
CRSN, hundreds of teachers in the 
Chicago River watershed were able 
to educate young scholars about the 
Chicago River.

�2�Q���D���À�H�O�G�W�U�L�S���Z�L�W�K���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�����R�Y�H�U���������������V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V��
�Z�H�U�H���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�H�V�W���Á�R�U�D���D�Q�G���W�L�Q�L�H�V�W��
fauna found in or along the Chicago River. 

In early FY2006, Friends’ Adopt A 
River Downtown program, with the 
City of Chicago, piloted the “Michigan 
Avenue Fish Hotel” near the Michigan 
Avenue Bridge. The Fish Hotel is a 
�Á�R�D�W�L�Q�J���À�V�K���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���G�H�V�L�J�Q�H�G���W�R���K�H�O�S��
�À�V�K���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���D�T�X�D�W�L�F���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���W�K�U�L�Y�H��
in sections of the river where hard 
�Z�D�O�O�V���D�Q�G���K�H�D�Y�\���E�R�D�W���W�U�D�I�À�F���S�R�V�H���P�D�Q�\��
challenges. The innovative project 
attracted world-wide attention and has 
educated countless people about the 
plants and animals that call the river 
home. The successful and popular Fish 
Hotel was installed at the Michigan 
Avenue Bridge again in spring 2006.

On-the-Ground Projects
Friends developed our Adopt A River 
program as a way to support and 
foster community groups who want 
to improve the river-edge in their 
neighborhood. This year, the Adopt A 
River was honored with two awards in 
recognition of our success. We received 
the Governor’s Hometown Award for a 
community restoration project we led, 
�D�Q�G���Z�H���Z�R�Q���À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
Keep America Beautiful awards for 
Chicago River Day, our annual 
cleanup event.

Friends, in partnership with other 
organizations, developed the North 
Branch Watershed Project in 1996 
with a goal to reduce runoff pollution, 
�Á�R�R�G�L�Q�J�����U�L�Y�H�U�E�D�Q�N���H�U�R�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G��
improve the habitat of the Chicago 
River. Because they met these goals, 
four new on-the-ground projects were 
recommended for funding by the 
North Branch Watershed Project and 
were awarded grants by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency 
in FY2006. 

�$�W���'�H�H�U�À�H�O�G���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���H�I�I�R�U�W�V��
funded through the North Branch Watershed 
Project are taking root. In addition to 
�U�H�J�U�D�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U�E�D�Q�N�����I�X�Q�G�V���Z�H�U�H���X�V�H�G���W�R��
�S�O�D�Q�W���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���S�O�D�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���W�U�H�H�V��

Since the inception of the North 
Branch Watershed Project, 35 projects 
(over $9 million in total project cost) 
have been awarded.

�)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�·���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H��
�F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���W�R���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���R�Q���D���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���E�D�V�L�V����
�,�Q���)�<�������������W�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���P�H�W���H�L�J�K�W���W�L�P�H�V���D�Q�G��
�U�H�Y�L�H�Z�H�G���������S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V��

Policy and Planning
In January, 2006, Friends and our project 
partner, the Lake County Stormwater 
Management Commission, held the 
inaugural Open Space Summit to promote 
the use of the Open Space Plan to the 24 
municipalities in the North Branch. At 
the meeting, the Open Space Plan was 
released to a group of park districts, land 
management agencies, county boards, 
municipalities and other land agencies. 
�6�L�[�W�\���À�Y�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���D�Q�G��
32 copies of the Open Space Plan were 
distributed. Since publication, the Open 
Space Plan has been an effective tool for 
regional planning. 

Because of the advocacy efforts of 
Friends’ volunteer planning committee, 
two development plans that did not 
originally adhere to the City of Chicago’s 
30 foot setback guideline for public access 
to the river were revised. In both cases 
Friends worked with the City of Chicago 
and the real estate developer to ensure that 
public access would not be compromised. 

Lastly, Friends advocacy efforts continue 
to have a lasting impact on the Chicago 
River. By working closely with local 
and regional policy makers, compiling 
complex data, attending public hearings, 
submitting testimony and rallying citizen 
support, Friends made great strides 
towards making the water quality of the 
Chicago River more hospitable for plants, 
animals and people. 



FISCAL YEAR 2006 SUPPORTERS

The board of directors, staff and volunteers of Fri ends of the Chicago River recognize and thank all o f the people 
and organizations who have supported our work. 

INDIVIDUALS

$5,000 and up
Anonymous
Parker and Julie Hall
Lois L. Morrison and Justin Daab
Peter and Alicia Pond

$2,000 to $4,999
Anonymous
Kenneth M. Arenberg 
Fred and Cinda Axley
Craig I. Coit
Robert G. Cunningham
Richard and Gayle Dompke
Daniel Drew and Alice Calek
H. James and Mary Alexis Fox
Mary E. Lambert
Robert D. Rodgers
William and Sheryl Sharp
David M. Wong and Wai-Sinn Chan

$1,000 to $1,999
Anonymous
Dr. and Mrs. Glenn E. Aldinger
Henry T. Chandler
Grant Crowley
Joel and Susan Fink
Raymond Geraldson, Jr.
Robert and Jenny Hillis
Thomas and Barbara Honn
Jim King
Charles N. Kubert and Karen Muchin
Todd Main and Theresa A. Amato
Allan and Elaine Muchin
David Reinisch and Julie Kiefer
David and Rachel Solzman
Jennifer Steans and James Kastenholz
Winifred M. Whelan
Stephen and Linda Wimbourne
William and Yann Woolley

$500 to $999
Joseph J. Amato
John Argo
Dick Bell and Mimi Hanks-Bell
Carl M. Birkelbach
Barbara Birmingham
Joe Block and Debra Pavick
Kent Brown and Jane Jacobsen-Brown
Vernita Cole
William Daniels and Ellen Carnahan
Philip and Robin Darrow
Thomas Dutton and Liz Michaels
Sally Fletcher
Margaret Frisbie and Matt Binns
Philip Garoon and Family
Robert Garvey and Dana Hokin
�&�\���D�Q�G���0�D�U�L�D���6�K�D�\���*�U�L�I�À�W�K
James and Nancy Hotchkiss
Brian and Tripti Kasal

Debrah Kiley and Daniel Cline
Donna LaPietra and Bill Kurtis
William and Julia McBride
Charles E. Merritt
Cindy and Steven Mitchell
Richard and Margaret Notebaert
Nicole Patel
Tim Brown and Jill Riddell
Anthony and Emily Salemi
John Sheerin
Harrison and Lois Steans
Todd Stroger
Daniel Twetten
Reven Uihlein-Fellars
Max West

$100 to $499
Anonymous
John and Brenda Aaberg
Nathan Aaberg
Frederick and Cynthia Acker
Jeff Aeder and Jennifer Levin
Evelyn Alford
James and Corinne Anderson
Vincent and Sally Anderson
Alicia J. Anzaldo
Lindsey Arenberg and Glenn Weinstein
Paul Armstrong
Marco Arroyo
John W. Baird
Katharine K. Baker
E.M. Bakwin
Evelyn S. Balik
Walter and Elsa Bandi
Randolph and Lorraine Barba
Peter and Robin Baugher
Joan Beak
Ty Bekiares
George and Ellen Benson
Christopher Boebel and Glenna Eaves
Laurence and Kathleen Burd
Dennis and Diana Burns
Weston Morris and Suellen Burns
Caroline C. Casey
Chuck and Jodi Cerny
Diana Chafey
Kate Chappell
Nicholas and Patrisia Christopher
Devon Clark and Thomas Nelson
Randall and Lynn Clark
Jane H. Clarke
Eugene and Ruth Coan
�5�R�E�H�U�W���D�Q�G���(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���&�R�I�À�Q
Tom and Ann Cohrs
Bill and Amy Cook
Carla Dehmlow
Robert and Quinn Delaney
David and Kathleen Dewey
Morton and Arline Doblin
Charles and Laurel Doherty
Lori Duvall

Tom Earley and Maureen Greene
Anne W. Elias
Gerald and Sandra Eskin
Richard and Marjorie Ettlinger
Lisa Fenn
Sharon Fierro
Elaine Fiffer
Jill L. Fischberg
Archie and Dotti Fletcher
Timothy and Janet Fox
Jay Franke and Pamela Baker
Ronald French
Michael and Allison Frerker
Stephen B. Friedman
Susan Friedman
Richard and Margery Frisbie
Sy and Susan Frolichstein
Don and Mildred Funk
Patricia R. Gallagher
Charles R. Gardner
Larry A. Gehrke
Linda Gels
Meredith C. George
William Gofen
Norman and Cynthia Goldring
Leo and Linda Gordon
Lora Grabowski
Timothy and Joyce Greening
James P. Greetis
August Greidanus
Jeff Grossman and Nancy Gidwitz
John and Elise Grosspietsch
Michael Guzan
James and Kathleen Gysler
Howard and Kay Haas
Michael Hans and Ellen Damlich
Lee Hansen
Floyd and Ethel Hanson
Will Heelan and Patricia Snowdon
Robert and Amy Heinrich
Cheri Heramb
Winfred and Libby Hill
Brent A. Hoffmann
Dan Howard
Stewart S. Hudnut
Bob and Terry Hudzik
Carol Ingram
John Jacobson
Roark Johnson and Susan Murray
Jennifer Johnston and Marcus Bosch
David Jones and Jayne Lilienfeld
Daniel and Elizabeth Josephites
Thomas and Diane Judge
John and Carole Kasarda
Anna Louise F. Kealy
Tom and Colleen Keaveny
John Keefe
Charles A. Kelly
Robert and Ellen Kircher
Nora Klaver
Linda Knibbs



Betty H. Kolb
Richard Kramer
Jim and Jeanette Kreston
Judith Kubert
Edward and Nancy Lace
Hans and Barbara Lagoni
Kappy Laing
Mary Lammert-Khoury
Barbara E. Lapp
Raymond Lehman
John Lemon and Brenda Brdar
Bud and Carol Lifton
JoAnne Lindberg
Amy E. Little
Mike LoGiudice
Ted Lowitz
Richard H. Lozins
James and Judy Macdonald
Donald and Margaret Mackay
Douglas and Barbara McDonough
Iva McRoberts
Felino Miran
Mary Ellen Mitchanis
Floyd and Tobi Mittleman
Peter Monahan
William J. Mooney
William and Kate Morrison
Annie Morse and Kevin Pierce
Joanne Mourikes
Cathy Murges
Thomas and Louise Nathan
Robert W. Noble and Carolyn S. White
Joyce F. O’Keefe
William and Jean O’Neill
George Pappageorge
Chris and Nan Parson
Geoffrey A. Parson
David Petrovski
John and Janet Petrovski
Ira Pilchen and Kathryn McCabe
Barbara Pinkert
Bob and Carol Piper
Stephen J. Pokorny
Irwin and Jill Polls
Steve Quast and Ellen Frisbie
Jennie Quill
Roy Quitshaw
Joseph and Marie Rakoczy
Peggy G. Richards
Jim and Debbie Robinett
Lois E. Rogatz
Mike Rosenthal and Annice Moses
Susan B. Rubnitz
Ralph and Jo Anne Rydholm
Charles and Louise Saltzman
Jack and Susan Scanlon
Andrew and Cathy Scheman
Jane Schipma
Sigrid M. Schmidt
Thomas M. Schroeder
Stan Schuman
Dugan Schwalm
Lois W. Sears
James and Jane Shein
Charles and Marilyn Sherfey
Jennifer Sheridan
Debra Shore
Glenn Sieverson

Tom and Debbie Small
Ronnie Jo Sokol
J. Rand Sparling and Adrienne Meisel
Isaac and Meagan Sporrong
Sanjeev Srivastava
David and Ingrid Stalle
Ronald and Marilynn Stammich
Robert E. Stanley
Barbara Steinkrauss
Jerry and Sarah Sterling
Bernard Stone
Ursula B. Storb
Carl and Eileen Subak
Susanne Swisher
Michael Tannen
Ron and Dee Tevonian
Michael J. Tobin
Darryl Tom
Eiliesh Tuffy
Joan Turk
Dirk E. VanKoughnett
Laurene von Klan
Clark and Joan Wagner
Mark Wagstaff
Claude A. Walker
Ed Walsh
Lisa Warshauer
Budd Weed
Kristine Westerberg
Bryan and Diane Whitehead
Jeff Wickenkamp
Fritz and Jean Wildermuth
Robert and Susan Wislow
William and Donna Wittert
A. Virginia Witucke
Ernest Wong
Gordon Wood and Ann Maine
Sharon Woodhouse
Michael and Mary Woolever
Jennifer L. Worstell
Eric and Lisa Yondorf

$50 to $99
Anonymous
Arthur Abt
James M. Adams
Robert and Pamela Aitchison
Rich and Andrea Amend
Yuriy Ardashnikov
Nancy Arnold
Ardell Arthur
Frank Avila
Vincent and Martha Baggetto
Gerry J. Bakker
John and Jane Balaban
Bob Baldwin and Marilynne Felderman
Richard and Shirley Barrett
Camilla Bath
Deborah E. Bayly
Barbara J. Bell
Philip Bergquist and Ingrid Kubitz
Gershon and Suzanne Berkson
Rudy and Liz Bernath
Rich and Judy Besler
Andrew Black
Robert and Nancy Black
Penny Blubaugh
George and Nancy Bodeen

Rick and Lisa Bolliger
Mary Clare Bombera-Eitel
Russell and Miriam Bonham
Jeanne E. Boutelle
Linda J. Braasch
Charles Briegel
Rich Brissette and Connie Weil
Donald and Joan Browning
R. G. Burns
Arthur J. Burrows
Tim Calkins and Carol Saltoun
Torrey Cardamon
James Carey
Margaret W. Carr
Martin Cassell
Michael Cassidy
Wayne Chada
Lester and Joyce Charmatz
Shelby Childress
Marian Cioe
Frank and Ellen Clements
Greg Clingan
Marge Clingan
Don and Jean Coatar
Tom Cody
Daniel D. Coleman
Clarence Collins
John and Dorothy Collins
David Lee Csicsko
Rochelle Cueto
Paul and Diane Culhane
Kenneth and Marcia Dam
John and Kristina Dameron
Donnie and Jacqueline Dann
Albert and Eva Dargiel
George Davis and Diana Marriott-Davis
Willian and Sue Davis
Kenneth and Judith Ditkowsky
Rory Donnelly
David Dranove
Peter. B. Draper
Peter Alex Dreier
Thomas and Theresa Drouillard
Lori Dru
Chris and Colleen Dumelle
David Dummer
Jon and Natalie Dvorak
Jerry Eberle
John and Barbara Eckel
Gordon and Rose Edwards
Janet Elson
Jerry Enenstein
Gordon Engelbach
Albert Ettinger and Susan Lanin
James and Gail Fairhall
Marvin and Roberta Mae Fink
Robert D. Fitzgerald
John and Sandy Flink
Patricia A. Fosmoe
Darnella Fountain Wesley
Robert and Joan Fragen
Larry Frankle
Megan Frawley
Helen M. Fredrickson
Paul and Susan Freehling
Kent and Jeryl Fuller
Michael Gailey
Les and Katrina Garner



Bill Garrison
Peter and Patricia Garrity
Jonathan Genzen
Holly Gerberding
Barbara Gerk
Neil Gerlach
Michael Gersten
Robert and Betty Gerstner
Mrs. James R. Getz
Terry and Deborah Giannoni
James and Marybeth Glass
Gina Gnoffo
David and Clara Goetsch
Lee A. Gouwens
Michael and Juliet Gray
Steven Greenberg
Catherine Grimaldi
Valerie Groth
Alan M. Gunn
Alfred and Katherine Hackbarth
Patrick and Dianne Halligan
Jamiee Hammit
J. Brent Hanchey
Jim and Mari Harrer
Karen S. Harrer
Kerry Haulotte
Janet Hauser
David and Dorothy Hawley
Harry and Janet Heifetz
William Himmelmann
Tracy Hixon
Michael Hoffman
Irene Hogstrom
Judith Holley
Robert and Susan Houston
William and Alice Howenstine
Edward Huber
The Huizenga Family
Brian Israel and Mary Lassila
Carol Momi Jahn and Dennis Hebson
Richard and Lauren Johnson
Lin Johnston
Larry and Sarah Jones
�%�H�Q���-�R�V�H�À�N
Emilie Kaim
Fern Katz
Robert and Marion Kelliher
Paul Kendall and Vicki Hague-Kendall
Joan Kerlow
Helen J. Kessler
Michael Kies
Ron and Dena Kilgus
Joanne Klonoski
Kiko and Carol Konagamitsu
William and Kathleen Kosmala
Walter and Susan Kowalczyk
Larry and Debra Kozak
Roman and Lynn Kozicki
Linda Kruhmin
Gerald P. Krzesniak
Wayne Kwait
Rob Lagorio
Gustave Lamperez
Walter G. Larkin
Hiep Le
Heidi D. Levin
Joshua Levin
Julie Lindholm

John and Amy Lindmark
James M. Lis
Steven and Sara Loevy
Daniel M. Loewenstein
Mars and Sanna Longden
Marina Lopez
Cary Loseau
Kay E. B. MacNeil
Dave and Jean Madigan
Kevin Malinger
Susan Malone
Ed and Elisabeth Malthouse
Steven and Linda Mandel
Laurie B. Marston
Barry Matchett and Sarah Schrup
Paul Mathis
Sarah Mayer
Maria Mayol
Martin and Barbara McDonagh
Mark and Mary Beth McNally
Robert McAnulty and Donna Robertson
Peggy McCarthy and Karl Kieffer
Laura J. McCotter
Holly McDonald
Charles and Alice McEnery
Mary McKinney
John and Joan McLane
G. Douglas McMahon
Todd McMeen
Donald and Simone McNeil
Gary Mechanic and Lynda Wallis
Allan and Linda Mellis
Rita Meltzer
Gail Merritt and Paul Brayman
Roger K. Metz
David and Janet Midgley
Laura Beth Miller
Richard and Violetta Miller
Stephen and Sheila Miller
Anita Misra
John and Nancy Moore
Carolyn Morehouse
Christopher Morgan
Francis Murphy
Thomas and Cecilia Murphy
Carlton and Helen Nash
John and Eve Neilson
Hope Newman
Nancy L. Niemi
Randy Nornes
Carol Ober
Terrence O’Callaghan Jones
John and Susan O’Connell
Patrick C. O’Day
Matt O’Maley
John and Christel Owens
Joe Pagliari
Marilyn Parsons
Nancy Patton
Michael Pauken
Mark and Lynn Pearlstein
Alison A. Pease
Don Pecha
Jon Peck and Adair Waldenberg
Susan A. Peckham
Mo Peel
Michael Perkaus
Craig Perry and Kathleen McCarthy

Janet Perry
Terry and Marylynne Petersen
Jamie Phillippe
Alan and Sigrid Pilgrim
Don and Dorothy Pitzen
Terrence and Christine Porter
Jeffrey and Cheryl Pytlarz
William and Susan Quinlan
Barry and Barbara Quinn
Jim and Catherine Quirke
Edward and Melanie Ranney
G. Benjamin and Ginevra Ranney
Jay Readey and Lisa McGill
Francis and Barbara Rechtien
Adam and Melissa Reh
James Ridker and Emily Harris
M.H. and Ellen C. Riley
Elaine Robbins
Susan Roberts
Richard and Cindy Roche
Doug Rodgers
Bryan Saner and Teresa Pankratz
Donald Santoski and April Brazell
Janet Sayre
David Schmid
Lee and Joanne Schmitz
Ben A. Schnatterly
Jim Schnatterly
Tracey L. Schultz
Terry Schy
Al Seier
Josh Shapiro
Mitchell and Sharon Sheinkop
Amy Shivvers
Guy and Barbara Shuman
Mert Silbar
Gabriel Slominski
Michael and Holly Smith
William Spence
Richard and Carole Spreitzer
Jeffrey and Nikki Sriver
Seth and Carol Ann Stein
Maurice and Donna Steiner
Judith-Rae Swanson
Deane H. Tank
John and Susan Tennant
Nancy J. Thornton
Virginia Townsend
Kate Tummelson
Robert and Christine Tyler
Miguel Vallejo and Michelle Uting
Timothy and Ellen Vanhousen
Peter Vestinos
Norman Victorson
Constance Wachs
Katie Walsh
Steve Warner and Anne Heider
Leslie Waterson
Tony Watrobinski
Kenneth L. Watson, Sr.
Reed Webster
Rose Wehner
Jeffrey Wells
Jennifer Wells
Sharon L. Williams
Dennis and Nancy Witt
Mark T. Wold
Andrew Wycislak and Trisha Cassidy



Jeff Wyse and Sheila O’Neill
Lawrence Yablong
Laurent Yen
Janice Young
Aaron Youngstedt
John and Lori Zalewski
Raymond and Dawn Ziemer
Irene Zima
Bob Zofkie and Julia Talbot

$25 to $49
Steve Albertson and Jody Reeme
Thomas Allabastro
Sandra Allen and Jim Perlow
Marjorie Altergott
Alan B. Anderson
Kathy Anderson
Linda Anderson
Wendy W. Anderson
Borys Antonovych
Erin Argyilan
Carolyn S. Backis
Mark Bailey
David and Ellen Beals
Catherine E. Bellario
Loren Bennett
Darren L. Besic
Peter J. Besic
Danny Bobrow
Don Boesch
Marshall Bohlin
Christi Boomer
Zachary Borders
Rodney E. Bowen
Joseph R. Brabec
Steve Brown
Pamela J. Brunstrom
Mary Bryning
David Bucaro
Dennis Burmeister
Christopher Burnson
Greg Buseman
Keith and Mary Campbell
William Capek
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Dennis and Kelly Gilroy
Don Glasell
Myra Glassman
Terry Glenn
Steve Glisson
Matt Gluckman and Robin Remer
Paul and Catherine Goddard
Lucky Gorman
Jerold and Ann Graff
Maura Grana
Timothy S. Grant
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Mike and Kim Schroeder
Virginia Schulte
Erica C. Schultz
John and Elizabeth Schwartz
Mark and Vada Seals
Ellen Seidman
Beverly Serrell
Mark Sesemann
Margaux Shields
Elizabeth Siegel
Daniel A. Sikora
Barbara Silverman
Gary Simon
Steven Simon
Kent Sims
W. Ronald and Greta Sims

Mike Sinner
Wally Slowik Jr.
Dave G. Smith
Diane Smith
Tamma Snitovsky
Mary D. Snyder
Carol Spielman
Tony Spreitzer
David Stanford
Susan Stephenson
Marlene Stern
Robert and Catherine Sullivan
Jim and Mary Swanson
Kathy Swanson
Ross F. Sweeny
Mary Szpur
Charles A. Tausche
Edward and Karen Tenner
Scott Terry
Karl and Christine Teske
Ed Thompson
Amy Truelove
Yvette Turcott
Jason Vala
Peter Van den Dool
Chris and Juliane Van Meter
Ivar and Mara Vilcins
Victor and Jane Walchirk
Theresa Waldack
Michael Walsh
Catherine Warner
James S. Watts
Marcia Weese
Charles Weingarten
Jane Wenger
Peter D. Werner
Ken Wexler and Kim Stone
Robert L. White Jr.
Ron and Nancy Wick
Gordon Williams
Marilyn Williams
Jason Young
Robert and Susan Zapinski
Victor and Barbara Zaveduk
Charles J. Zine
John Zver
Julia A. Zver

FOUNDATIONS, CORPORATIONS 
AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

$75,000 and up
The Boeing Company
McCormick Tribune Foundation

$20,000 to $74,999
Alphawood Foundation
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation
Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
Winston and Strawn

$10,000 to $19,999
ACE INA
AIG Environmental
Costco Wholesale Corporation

Arie and Ida Crown Memorial
Equity Properties & Development, LLC
General Growth Properties
Mayer & Morris Kaplan Family Foundation
LaSalle Bank
McDougal Family Foundation
Morrison Family Foundation
Nuveen Investments, LLC
Ozinga Chicago
REI, Inc.
Relations Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
The Seabury Foundation
Unitrin, Inc.

$1,000 to $9,999
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Aon Corporation
Baker & McKenzie
Alvin H. Baum Family Fund
Francis Beidler Foundation
Bridgestone/Firestone
The John Buck Company
Burke, Warren, MacKay & Serritella
Calvanese Family Foundation
CDM
CNA Foundation
Crain’s Chicago Business
Earth Share of Illinois
Earth Tech
Jamee and Marshall Field Foundation
Robert G. Friedman Foundation
General Iron Industries
Gensler
Heritage Development Partners, LLC
Highland Park Conservation Society
HNTB Corporation
HSBC
Industrial Developments International
The Edith B. and Lee V. Jacobs Fund No. 3
Jewel-Osco
Levy Restaurants
Marsh USA, Inc.
Mercury Chicago’s Skyline Cruiseline
Metal Management Midwest, Inc.
Midwest Generation EME
Morton Salt
O’Briens Restaurant & Bar
The Oppenheimer Family Foundation
Joel Oppenheimer, Inc.
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Jack Ringer Family Foundation
The Siragusa Foundation
Tom’s of Maine
The Howard J. and Paula M. Trienens 
Foundation
Christy Webber Landscapes
Wendella Sightseeing Company, Inc.
Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company Foundation

$150 to $999
Allstate Foundation
Anonymous
James G. Blaine School
Centrum Properties, Inc.
Chicago Marine Towing
Chiropractic for Life, LLC
Continental Paper Grading



Des Plaines River Canoe Marathon
Draper and Kramer, Inc.
Eastland Disaster Historical Society
�(�U�H�K�Z�R�Q���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���2�X�W�À�W�W�H�U
Robert T. Friedman Family Foundation
Elizabeth Friedman O’Connor Family   
    Foundation
Goose Island Beer Company
Graphic Converting, Inc.
Great Lakes Kayak
Harris Bank
Hines Engineering Associates
Hitchcock Design Group
Howard Family Foundation
Kenard Corporation
Lohan Anderson Architects
Maddock Douglas
Mead Witter Foundation, Inc.
Merchandise Mart Properties, Inc.
Pearl Izumi
River Walk Townhomes Association
Shoreline Sightseeing
Solis Chicago Hotel & Spa
Trout Unlimited - Oak Brook Chapter
Village of Lincolnshire
The Vitale Family Foundation
Wolff Landscape Architecture, Inc.

$25 to $149
James Anderson Company

Baetis Environmental Services, Inc.
Bank of America Foundation
Jim Beam Brands Co.
Chicago River Canoe & Kayak
Chicagoland Bicycle Federation
Christenson Chevrolet, Inc.
Follett Corporation
Forest Preserve District of Cook County
Fund Inc.
Girl Scout Troup #262
Girl Scout Troop #469
Graziano Real Estate
Haffner Foundation
Creighton R. Helms Trust
Jewish Children’s Bureau of Chicago
Kraft Foods
Lake Forest Garden Club
Lawrence’s Fisheries, Inc.
Maragos & Maragos, Ltd.
Morton Grove Woman’s Club
The Nature Conservancy
Newport Builders, Inc.
Phillips Towing Service, Inc.
The Prairie Club
Sirius Fund
Sterling Bay Companies
Swett Family Foundation
Torstenson Glass Co.
Tyco
Wineman Family Foundation

GOVERNMENT GRANTS AND 
CONTRACTS

Chicago Park District
Chicago Public Schools
Chicago Public Schools, Museum Partners 
    Program
Illinois Conservation Foundation
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Crain’s Chicago Business
Fletcher Chicago, Inc.
Goose Island Beer Company
Timothy and Joyce Greening
Karen S. Harrer
Terry Karpowicz
Tom and Colleen Keaveny
Chris and Nan Parson
REI, Inc.
David and Marcia Rigg
Solis Chicago Hotel & Spa
Mark and Ann Sorteberg
Toney Spreitzer
Taste America Catering
William and Jayne Walsh

FY2006 FINANCIAL REPORT
Audited Statement of Revenues and Expenses for the 12 months ending June 30, 2006.

Revenues

Government  10%  $125,103

Foundation Grants 48%  $618,359

Individuals    7%    $98,758

Corporations  13%  $166,034

Special Events  18%  $238,346

Other     4%    $54,355

Total             $1,300,955

Expenses

Programs  72%  $872,227

Fundraising &

Development  23%  $280,332

Administration    5%    $57,560

Total             $1,210,119

Net Assets at Beginning of Year  $774,357

Increase in Net Assets     $90,836

Increase in Endowment       $6,568

Net Assets at End of Year   $871,761



Statement of Organization’s Mission 
The mission Friends of the Chicago River is to preserve, protect and 
foster the vitality of the Chicago River for the plant, animal and human 
communities within its watershed. Friends achieves this mission through 
three program areas: education programs that foster awareness, involvement, 
and stewardship ethic; on-the-ground projects that physically improve the 
quality of the Chicago River; and policy and planning efforts that result in 
systemic river improvements.

�)�U�L�H�Q�G�V���R�I���W�K�H���&�K�L�F�D�J�R���5�L�Y�H�U���L�V���D�����������F�����������Q�R�Q�S�U�R�À�W���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���L�V���H�O�L�J�L�E�O�H��
to receive tax-deductible contributions. The governing body of Friends is 
the board of directors which sets the organization’s policies and procedures, 
�F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�V�� �L�W�V�� �À�V�F�D�O�� �D�I�I�D�L�U�V���� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�V�� �L�W�V�� �D�V�V�H�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �R�Y�H�U�V�H�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H��
�G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�����7�K�H���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���L�V���D�Q���H�[���R�I�À�F�L�R���Y�R�W�L�Q�J���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G��
�R�I���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�V���D�Q�G���L�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���R�I�À�F�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q��

The Chicago River 
The Chicago River watershed extends from Lake County to southern Cook 
County and includes the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal and the Cal-Sag 
Channel. The Chicago River has a fascinating natural and cultural history 
�D�Q�G���K�D�V���X�Q�G�H�U�J�R�Q�H���P�D�Q�\���K�X�P�D�Q���P�R�G�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���F�K�D�Q�Q�H�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H��
�U�H�Y�H�U�V�D�O���R�I���L�W�V���Á�R�Z�����$�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J�O�\���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���U�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�����W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U��
also supports a diversity of wildlife and economic uses. The Chicago River 
has played a central role in the development of the Chicago region and 
continues to do so today as a natural, economic and recreational resource, 
loved, cherished and used by the people of this region.
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